Ragas Meet Rock

at the Light
mairuments like
her tampura which bzans against
the wall hehind me. Falu's masic
ha= been described as Buti rock

Falu weaves the
thread of Indian clas-
sical music into West-
ern seund to create a
seamless harrnﬂn',.r

i & I,
By Solell Nathwan

ALGLURI EHAN, BETTEL
Fl:u-'l'.'-'n ny her eponymious
band mamse and debuwi al-
bum name Fa i, first 1 wik to the

stage in the 175 a fewr s years agn.
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helting out ndie rock tenes fol-
nwing anm upbringing in dum-
nai that involved years of classi-
cal training., When | see Fafu at
nomie i her studio in Mew York's
Wesi Village. 1 am immediately
aware ob am amazing culinra
convergence. | kear the cadenice
at her voice as we tzlk and | think
nack to the semzaous lyricism af
‘Oibmession’ aml the heady rock of
W ithout Yo, bBoth semgs em her
debat album. Butyet, 1 2am sitling
an a low gadda in the luminpas

gl m her mandir

surrounded by

beat. it iz g a forced atzempil To
tuse gemires. It 15 2 seamaless har-
momy which makes it cazy to see
wiy Fals has =oid out Carnegie
Hall, perfemed with famed Japa-
nese Cellint Yo Yo MMa's Sk Road

project an<d most recently wowed
the avdience at the London Calé-
sem with a callabarative remix
oM "hlllp {ilazs® famed opera
Sabyagmifa, 3he describes her mu-
s5C A= anyihing but experimental
and says, “It i= m fact experien-
tial. 1t &5 a carefully cratied pour-
ney where the East and the Wiest
gently overlap like waves.”

Far Falu, music waz where she
was destined to be. Her mother
amd gramlmotner were both In-
dian classical simgers and she
started fearming chords ai the
age of three. However, her deci-
sion 10 fidlow this path was nat
torced. "W hen | was six vears
dd, | had an accident and wasin
the hespital with head injuries.



The Paim wad &0 eivbearabye
l|'\.:|: iy sk et '_-||-\.| e tia
juaes & ||g|'|||-\.| AL n'.lll_'\:'|||.|.|r
me farget the prin, That was
ll'u: me:
poimg o he a musccian,” she
iy, Falu learaed send ¢las-
-\.w:|' muasle froe I|'\.||||1 e kin
phazals under the satelage of
Lasmnds Muenabs and then

wehit | Gesided | arge

cioft i l\.Il|.|:|'|r|q fclés
the legendary sarangi and
wocal master Llstad Sulisn
¥ han who she descriles an
Wetr g 1o this -J:|:.l Hes rig-
TS Ir:|_|||-||_l'||1.':'\l'\..x;-\.|x:-|;_lh-
mg ".'\.r 15 BomrE a :|1}' ath
Im -.'|'|::-|| aned oyl ‘il'u,' B,
| |'\.:|.| ) ERIRTEER) )| fit muse
Evervohere | could learn 2
chosd | wonld ga, Al day |
wild travel with my 1an-
parainm lecad tramms from one
teacher to the mext to learn
what [could.”

3m this bege the guestion
of hvay she managed 10 weave
the richest iradrtions of India
intaowhat &5 mow an fmven-
tive rack =ound. Fale met ber
husband Gaaray, born and
brought up in Texas. when
he ook a year off to fnllow
his own pasgion for music by
mudying it in India. Mecting
Gauray precipimted her eu-
plorztion ot bringing Indizn
classical mwasic inbo Western
rock and brought her to the
1’5 whnere she learned gui-
tar, piana, wesiern vocals
and compositton. Inozoos,
Falu formed a band bring-
ing fogether peopde that had
backgronnds in hip-hop and
rach & roll, RE&B and jazz
They wrote sheir oaen lyrics
and spent months leazrning
from ¢ach ather’s sounds to

“Ten vears ago, |
could not find my
space (o experiment
and innovaie in
India the way 1 did
it here, Now things
are dillerent; you
don't have to be one
or the other,” savs
Falu, who has gone
back 1o her roots.

timally crezte an albam thar
secms to ottortlessly blend
different stydes mia a sond
that Falu describes as “indiz
Hindi™. The lyrics are Eng-
ish, the melodies are catchy
mat while staying true 1o the
["nru:-'-'-l'lhn: raga, Falu mane-
ages bo brimg in the sounsds o
jazz, tunk, hip hog and pop
i create something that has
auniversal appeal. The spirit
at ertlaboravion kas been the
key to the developmeni of Fa-
u's muaric ansd =he has worked
and performed with musi-
cians of every background
imcruding P-Funk™ godtather

of keyboard Bernie Worrell,
Aluee Trawefers front man
Jhn Pogper anad mal b plati-
mum r.||'_7|.:' 'l.’-."'\-'q.‘!x: 1.r'_|-.'=|||.
Thia receptivity thie ahifizsy
tar abrark has beenm crudia
Lo Bt anccess, ®] feel mmsie,
1 listen ko 'H.l'hl'|1|.'l_|'|'|l|: ancl st
[ Gt M Aaliit | Ir:.' Sk |I:‘\-ll\.'l'\'
aned goom o that diregtion; |
hawe tiahe & VEIY OPED A

[HEL

Aned g Falua kas garnered
acclaimthat bad made ber the
FURITIEE S Simath Adsian wacal-
ist 8o e 4 goda performanes
ak New \"l'\.r}'-l_".lr-wglq: Hall
Ad ghe valks sbouwt her fairdy
recent perfarmance with
AR Babman for Pressdent
Dibama and Primse Mirsdser
Manmohan Singh, she sy it
was very mnich adream come
truwe. Bul after years of per-
torming in the LT3, the drenm
has chifted and she wants
meare amd more in bring her
mueic back todndia. Shesays,
“Ten years ago. | could not
find my space to experiment
and innovate in India the
wavy 1did it fhere. MNow thngs
are ditterents you don’t have
to be one or the other.” Fahe
15 currenily working on her
recand album for release
thiis summer. This time, she
hae gone back to her raots,
and has recorded with [oca
Indian musicians. 1 azk her
what the saund will be like
She gives very little away
and =ays with her infectious
smile, *1 know that 12 will be
atimeless CD amd a grownd-
breaking album because
we have melded many tradi-
twams bt bave not disturbed
aniy of them.”

Axl Rose Sues Irving Azoff
w1 a RS il o s it Tiksd an dday LF, il Bose
Bhares (he poor sples ol Gunsn’ Rodes’ 3008

Fuzzy Ducks Quacking

Thisre's anglher redurresled supergroup on Bhe
hortzon. Furzy Dock. a jaen band onginaily podt
togather by Fubin Balapsoiia (Rock Machine
indiis Craad) is back with a Brand nisw linetip -
Ll Bersegal and aditi Singh Sharno on socals,
Balapona cn kevboards, Ehsaan Moorand on
gultars, and Loy Mardansa onbass - and the
hand already lave a couple of TFagke writhenup.
“s s Tur band vath meric bordedieg on bluss
rock, that kind of shaff” =1 Moorani “and with
e bvkesess e o g 15 thal vou can doa Lot al
conipre, Bk eraesdarde. bl we've gol started an
thewriling process 10 take s Bide lime buk ye
should be ready about Ociober”

floip, Chinese Dembcracy, on his fomeer ranager,
irsing Azofl. Accarding tothe st A2alf “wanded
GUNE R Hoses o dail by sabalaging it ieuring
and record spkes ® “liad sbhoul & prospective van
Haler bour™ and forced "Rose into a posibion
wahianz b would By no chokoe but b reusice
waith thi origieal mebers of Guns n' Foses Ton
areurion 1our” Rode hired Aol ad Fes manager
in March 008, Azoff resgned last Oclober, then
thad 2 lawsuit in sarch domasdieg £1.9 milllan
i inpakd managensein fees. Howard King, whio
represenls ardll dedined 10 addres the spadic
allegabors, but quipped, "He didn’t sccuse
ring of hadng on the grassy knoll in Dalas an
spenher Xmd, 1961
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